Tae CASE OF THE DISAPPEARING DOME

rom inside the cathedral roof, high above
the sanctuary, architects stumbled onto
a secret, From below, the cathedral

they could see an intricate wooden frame. ¥

the architects discovered hidden in the ceiling

in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in
— Sacramento, California, was an interior dome that
had been boarded up during a 1932 renovation.
F'erh;-'lps it lent to poor acoustics, or perhaps there
was a leaky roof. Whatever the reason, the dome
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Interior before vestoration, with dome covered with a 1930s-era shell,
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in the West Cua~ : continuously used Roman Catholic cathedral

rs until it was revealed in a two-and-a-
halr -year, "514,._
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dome’s historic

s, architects went to great lengths to pres
icture when it would have been much e
55 system to support a new flat
od skeleton intact,
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“It's not often you have this beautiful structure left behind, and very
little evidence of what was applied to this structure aesthetica 5
Shepherd, of the New York-based firm Beyer Blinder Belle, lead architacts

Dome’s 19% century wooden structure.
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