Rich LaBrie, a member of ManChurch, prays during the Saturday service at Montana's nightclub in San Dimas.
On the first Saturday of each month, men gather together, pray, listen to a live rock band and sing rock songs
whose lyrics have been rewrltten to be religious. A sermon dealing with men's issues, delivered by a paslor,

is also included.

‘Hanging
tough ;i

Jesus’

B ManChurch in San Dimas offers conventional men the
chance to worship in an unconventional way

Joanna Corman
InLdnn Vailey Tinaes

t's Saturday morming but the

nightclub swells with the live

sounds of a Billy Idol cover song.

After a Mexican breakfast, the
men watch sports bloopers, whistling
as racing cars smash into walls and
explode into flames.

[t's & typical warship service for

these men.

But meeting in a bar, isn't that sac-

rilegious?

Mot for ManChurch

“Some guys would rather be in a
nightclub than a church,” said Rei
Ausmus, 47, a journalist and parcus-

sionist in the band. "Here they feel
comicrtable, [t's been part of their
lifestyle in the past.”

Rich LaBrie, an engineer who
recently cut his hours in half to spend
more tme on ManChuarch, started it
three years ago; They meet the first

Salurday of each month at Montana's,

a country and westérmn bar

Member John Doss, a 46-vear-old
union carpenter from Glendora,
explains it like this;

"The reason we do it in a bar is .

there's a whole lot of people down on

church and Christianity but they're

really not down on Jesus Christ. .. A
guy
an hour and a hall — you can't drag

might be willing to go to a bar tor

Bill Roberts and his 6-year-old son,
Michael, pray during the
ManChurch Saturday service.

him to church for anything.”

Dosz, LaBrie and others made it
clear that the group isn't against
1. AL their meetings, they learn
w to b better husbands and
fathers. They talk about having lust in
yvour heart for other women, about the
evils of pornography, things they feel
discuss in [ront of

SEE CHURCH PAGE 4

they couldn’t
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